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Rabies During the First Quarter

There were 13 cases of rabies diag-
nosed in wild animals and 10 cases in do-
mestic animals in the first quarter of 2005
in Ontario. This is two less than last year at
this time and one more than the last quarter
of 2004. Most reported cases (15) came
from the western region of the province.
There were no reported cases in northern
Ontario.

Typically, March and April are signifi-
cant months for terrestrial rabies cases due
to the increased transmission possibilities
during the mating season. Despite this,
there were fewer cases reported in March
2005 (6) compared to January (8) and Feb-
ruary 2005 (9).

There have been no reported cases of
raccoon strain rabies since September
2004. There were only two cases in all of
2004. However, a rabid raccoon with arc-
tic/fox strain rabies occurred in the Re-
gional Municipality of Waterloo during this
quarter.

During the summer of 2005, the Rabies
Research and Development Unit will im-
plement the Trap-Vaccinate-Release (TVR)
program in the area surrounding last year’s
raccoon rabies cases near Mallorytown in
eastern Ontario. TVR will also be con-
ducted in the Niagara area in southern On-
tario. These programs will further prevent
the expansion of raccoon strain rabies in
Ontario. To this, there will also be aerial
and hand distribution of baits during the
oral rabies vaccination programs in the St.
Lawrence area in eastern region.

There were 5 rabid bats from across the
province in the first quarter, which is ex-
pectedly lower than the last quarter (9) but
higher than the first quarter of 2004 (2).
Bat cases are typically low during this time
of year due to winter hibernation.

One rabid fox was reported from Duf-
ferin County in this quarter, which is the
same number as this time last year. There
was a rabid fox in Perth County in the first
quarter of 2004.

One rabid dog was reported in this quar-
ter in Dufferin County, which is one more
than in 2004.

There were 6 rabid skunks reported in
Simcoe and Wellington Counties in the first
quarter, which is two more than during the
first quarter of 2004. However, there were 9
rabid skunks reported in the last quarter of
2004. These rabid skunks are a continuation
of the focus of rabid skunks with ‘arctic’
strain rabies in the western counties of
Huron, Bruce, Grey, Perth, Wellington, Wa-
terloo, Dufferin and Peel Counties and, more
recently, the central county of Simcoe.
*Arctic’ strain rabies has persisted only in
this area of Ontario despite rabies control
efforts which may be a result of higher
skunk densities in this region. Current vac-
cines are not effective in skunks.

During the first quarter of 2004, 68% of
reported rabies cases occurred in cattle. In
the first quarter of 2005, 39% of cases were
bovine. All bovine rabies cases to date in
2005 were clustered in Peel and Dufferin
Counties in western Ontario. The concen-
tration of livestock rabies in those areas is
probably due to the persisting focus of rabid
skunks (described above) and the high possi-
bility of livestock coming in contact with
skunks and other wildlife. Rabies cases in
livestock tend to be clustered due to one
rabid wild animal being able to infect multi-
ple domestic animals due to their proximity
to each other.
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Animal Rabies Report: January to March 2005
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Notes for this quarter:

All livestock were bovine. All bats were big brown bats. The raccoon in Waterloo Region was infected with Arctic strain.
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January to March 2005

W9~ Rabid fox (total 1)
5§ Rabid skunk (total 6)

MR Rabid raccoon (total 1)

\wr Rabid bat (total 5)
™ Rabid bovine (total 9)
(¥ Rabid dog (total 1)
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