
The good news is that, although 
there have been more rabid raccoons in 
Ontario during the first three quarters 
of 2003 than during the same period in 
2002, there were no animals infected 
with the raccoon strain of rabies in On-
tario during the third quarter.  Even 
though the summer months tend to 
have lower numbers of rabid raccoons, 
this absence of cases has extended to 
the beginning of December 2003.  
Keep your fingers crossed that this will 
continue into the new year. 

Rabies in northern Ontario has con-
tinued to be very quiet during 2003 
with only one rabid wolf in the Sud-
bury region during January.  This out-
break may have disappeared com-
pletely or moved into areas which are 
sparsely populated.  Without people to 
encounter and submit suspicious wild-
life, there is no way to know for sure 
that rabies is completely gone. 

There have been only three rabid 
foxes in Ontario to the end of Septem-
ber.  Two of these were from Grey 
county.  The third was a fox from Lan-
ark county which was infected with a 
bat strain of rabies.  This was very 
good news for the Rabies Unit as there 
has not been a case of arctic fox strain 
of rabies in all of eastern Ontario in al-
most ten years.  If the fox had been in-
fected with the raccoon strain of rabies, 
it would have been a significant move-
ment from the area where raccoon ra-
bies has currently been identified. 

The number of rabid skunks has 

also remained much lower than the lev-
els in 2002.  To the end of September, 
there have been 12 rabid skunks in 
western Ontario compared to 36 during 
this time in 2002.  Although the num-
bers are low, the rabid skunks have 
been geographically spread throughout 
western Ontario. 

Perhaps most interesting and most 
disconcerting is the number of rabid 
livestock compared to the numbers of 
rabid wildlife.  During the first nine 
months of 2003, there have been 22 
cases of arctic fox strain of rabies.  Two 
of these were foxes and six were 
skunks from Grey county; four were 
skunks from Bruce county; two were 
skunks from Huron county; and the re-
maining seven (32% of all arctic fox 
strain cases) were livestock.  The live-
stock cases were much more spread out 
than the foxes or skunks.  Of the seven 
cases, two were from Dufferin county, 
one was from Wellington county, one 
was from Grey county, two were from 
Bruce county, and the final case was 
from Victoria county in central Ontario. 

The goat from Victoria county 
(which was infected with arctic fox 
strain of rabies) was diagnosed with ra-
bies on September 9.  This came as 
somewhat of a surprise to the Rabies 
Unit staff as there had not been a case 
of arctic fox strain of rabies since early 
2001.   

This single case shows the need for 
continued diligence in rabies surveil-
lance.  Before this case was diagnosed, 
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there were no plans to distribute 
rabies vaccine baits in central On-
tario.  After all, it had been over 
two years since the last confirmed 
case and the Rabies Unit’s deci-
sion criteria is to bait an area for 
two years after the last confirmed 
case.  Had this goat not been sub-
mitted for rabies testing, there 
could have been a mini-outbreak 
of arctic fox strain of rabies reoc-
cur in central Ontario.  The goat 
had never left the farm where it 
was located and so must have been 
infected by another local animal. 

In early October, an area ap-
proximately 50 km in diameter 
surrounding the rabid goat was ae-
rially baited to prevent the reinfec-
tion of the area with arctic fox 
strain of rabies. 

Interestingly, there have been 
no confirmed cases of rabies in 
companion animals to date in 
2003.  Although, the incidence of 
rabid cats and dogs is normally 
low, it is rarely zero.  Is this a re-
sult of better public education and 
mandatory pet vaccination laws?  
In 2002, there were three rabid 
dogs and three rabid cats during 
the first three quarters. 

The number of rabid bats, as 
expected, soared during the third 
quarter.  There were 44 rabid bats 
during the third quarter alone giv-
ing a total of 62 for 2003.  There 
were also 62 rabid bats to the end 
of September in 2002.  There is 
still potential for this to be another 
record setting year for rabid bats. 

 
 
Beverly Stevenson 
RRDU 
Peterborough, ON 
 
 

Once again, the Rabies Re-
porter is undergoing some format 
changes.   

The Rabies Reporter will con-
tinue to be issued four times per 
year.  However, issues number one 
and issues number three will now 
be much shorter and contain only 
an article describing the current 
rabies situation in Ontario during 
that quarter, the tables outlining 
where rabies cases occurred and 
the maps which normally accom-
pany each issue.   

Issues number two and four 
will remain unchanged.  They will 
still include an article on the cur-
rent rabies situation, information 
on rabies control operations in On-
tario and elsewhere, the rabies case 
tables and the accompanying 
maps.  There will also still be spe-
cial interest articles.  These articles 
will be targeted towards our read-
ing audience. 

If you would like to see an arti-
cle in an upcoming issue or if you 
would like to submit an article for 
an upcoming issue, please contact 
the editor at:  

 
Beverly Stevenson 
Rabies Research and Develop-

ment Unit 
Ministry of Natural Resources 
P.O. Box 4840 
Peterborough, Ontario 
K9J 8N8 
 

Or via e-mail at: 
 
beverly.stevenson@mnr.gov.

on.ca 
 
This is also a good opportu-

nity for you to sign up for elec-
tronic notification when each is-
sue of the Rabies Reporter is 
available.  Not only does this re-
duce distribution costs, but illus-
trations are also in colour making 
them much easier to interpret. 

At present, approximately 
ninety per cent of the subscribers 
to the Rabies Reporter receive it 
electronically. 
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RRDU 
Peterborough, ON 
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Animal Rabies Report: July to September 2003
Animal Type Fox Raccoon Skunk Bat Dog Cat Livestock TotalsOther Wildlife

County or Region # # # # # # # # #Cumulative Cumulative Cumulative Cumulative Cumulative Cumulative Cumulative Cumulative Cumulative

03 02 03 02 03 02 03 02 03 02 03 02 03 02 03 02 03 02

Eastern

Stormont, Dundas & Glengarry 1 1 2 1 1 2

Prescott 0 0 0

Russell 0 0 0

Ottawa-Carleton 2 5 5 2 5 5

Renfrew 2 0 0 2

Lanark 1 1 1 1 2 2 2 2

Leeds and Grenville 16 10 2 4 2 20 10

Frontenac 1 2 3 1 2 3

Lennox & Addington 1 0 1 0

Central

Hastings 1 2 1 2 0

Prince Edward 0 0 0

Northumberland 1 0 0 1

Victoria 1 1 1 1 2 2 0

Haliburton 0 0 0

Peterborough 2 3 2 2 3 2

Durham 1 1 5 1 1 5

York Region 3 4 3 3 4 3

Toronto 7 0 0 7

Simcoe 4 4 2 1 4 4 3



Animal Rabies Report: July to September 2003
Animal Type Fox Raccoon Skunk Bat Dog Cat Livestock TotalsOther Wildlife

County or Region # # # # # # # # #Cumulative Cumulative Cumulative Cumulative Cumulative Cumulative Cumulative Cumulative Cumulative

03 02 03 02 03 02 03 02 03 02 03 02 03 02 03 02 03 02

Western

Peel 1 1 3 1 1 3

Halton 4 4 1 4 4 1

Dufferin 2 1 2 1 1 2 3

Wellington 1 6 4 2 1 1 1 0 5 11

Waterloo 1 2 1 0 1 3

Perth 1 0 0 1

Grey 2 2 3 6 10 1 1 5 9 11

Bruce 1 4 12 2 1 6 12

Huron 2 4 0 2 4

Southern

Wentworth 5 4 5 4 0

Haldimand-Norfolk 1 1 2 1 1 2

Brant 1 0 0 1

Niagara 6 6 4 6 6 4

Elgin 1 1 2 1 1 2

Oxford 2 2 2 2 2 2

Middlesex 2 2 7 1 1 2 2 9

Lambton 2 4 2 2 4 2

Kent 1 3 1 1 3 1

Essex 1 0 0 1



Animal Rabies Report: July to September 2003
Animal Type Fox Raccoon Skunk Bat Dog Cat Livestock TotalsOther Wildlife

County or Region # # # # # # # # #Cumulative Cumulative Cumulative Cumulative Cumulative Cumulative Cumulative Cumulative Cumulative

03 02 03 02 03 02 03 02 03 02 03 02 03 02 03 02 03 02

Northern

Muskoka 0 0 0

Parry Sound 0 0 0

Nipissing 2 0 0 2

Sudbury 33 2 1 2 2 1 3 0 1 43

Cochrane 1 0 0 1

Timiskaming 3 1 0 0 4

Algoma 1 0 0 1

Thunder Bay 0 0 0

Rainy River 0 0 0

Kenora 0 0 0

Regional Totals

Eastern 1 1 16 10 7 14 14 8 31 24

Central 12 15 20 1 1 1 13 16 21

Western 2 2 2 4 12 36 5 10 6 1 2 1 6 2 12 30 49

Southern 20 23 22 1 1 20 23 24

Northern 39 2 1 2 2 1 5 0 1 51

TOTALS 3 3 41 0 16 12 4 12 36 0 1 2 44 62 62 0 0 4 0 0 4 2 7 8 53 101 169

Notes for this quarter: The livestock was a bovine in Dufferin county and a caprine in Victoria county (arctic fox strain).
                                           All bats were big brown bats except for one little brown bat in Halton.
                                           The fox in Lanark had bat strain.



GIS Lab, Queen's University
Data Source: Ontario Laboratory - Fallowfield (CFIA)
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GIS Lab, Queen's University

Rabid Foxes & Skunks in Ontario

July - September 2003
= 1 confirmed rabid fox

# = location unknown by county
total fox cases = 3

Data Source: Ontario Laboratory-Fallowfield (CFIA)
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