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Rabies in Ontario
During the First Quarter

The number of rabies cases in the firs The last rabid animal from Thunder Bay
quarter of 2003 was significantly lower was a horse in November of 2001 which
than in 2002. There were two maiasans was also infected with bat straifihese are
for this. The number of cases in herh  the first two rabies positive iamals from
Ontario dropped to two from 26 in thepr the Thunder Bay region in the past several
vious year. This included a wolf in the years.

Sudbury region and a fox in ThundBay. The incidence of rabid bats was slight
The number of rabid skunks in douweg- ly increased from this perioth 2002.

ern Ontario was also greatly reduced (nin However, these cases were well distributed
in 2003 compared with 18 during the firsithroughout the province with one case in
quarter of 2002). Rabies in raccoons an eastern Ontario, one case in centrahfio,
bats persisted at similar levels as in 2002. two cases in western Ontario, and one case

There are several possible factor:in southern Ontario.
which could have contributed to treelthe The first rabid raccoon for 2003c-0
in the number of rabies cases. The winte curred on February 18 near the Spenite
in 2002 produced lots of snow kturon, area. This was the start of a cluster of
Perth, Grey, and Wellington cties in rabid raccoons (five to the end of March)
which continued into the second quarte
oof the rabid skunks are ftgally located. Two rabid raccoons were also confirmed
SThe Sudbury region in nbern Ontario near the Newbliss area in rNthrch.

(where all of the rabid fox cases in 200z Point infection control programs weng- i
were located) also had substantial sno plemented in both the Newbliss and
In addition to the deep snowSpenceville areas in 2002. The Newbliss
y,cover, both areas sufferédbm extended area had only trapaccinateaelease (TVR)
dperiods of cold tempatures. The conib  during 2002 while the Spencerville aiea
nation of deep snow and cold weather r volved depopulation and TVR. Botteas
Animals ten were baited in August of 2002.

The Newbliss and Spencerville areas,
as well as other regions of eastern Ontario,
if extremely coldtemperatures persist for will continue to be treated in 2003. This
an extendedegod. As a result, if an @1 will include expanded TVR zones, aerial

mal was rabid, it would be more apt to die baiting, maintenance of the high risk area,
in or near its demvithout encountering and and point mfection control as required as
transmitting abies to other animals. new cases arise.

Conversely, the Thunder Bay regior
had very little snow coverage in the winte
of 2002. This led to the discovery onulan
ary 24th of a dead fox in a Thunder Bay

“backyard. This animal would not have
been discovered until spring thaw if ther
had bee more snow in the region. was
confirmed as having bat strain @bies.
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