
The number of rabies cases in the first 
quarter of 2003 was significantly lower 
than in 2002.  There were two main reasons 
for this.  The number of cases in northern 
Ontario dropped to two from 26 in the pre-
vious year.  This included a wolf in the 
Sudbury region and a fox in Thunder Bay.  
The number of rabid skunks in southwest-
ern Ontario was also greatly reduced (nine 
in 2003 compared with 18 during the first 
quarter of 2002).  Rabies in raccoons and 
bats persisted at similar levels as in 2002. 

There are several possible factors 
which could have contributed to the decline 
in the number of rabies cases.  The winter 
in 2002 produced lots of snow in Huron, 
Perth, Grey, and Wellington counties in 
southwestern Ontario which is where most 
of the rabid skunks are typically located.  
The Sudbury region in northern Ontario 
(where all of the rabid fox cases in 2002 
were located) also had substantial snow 
coverage.  In addition to the deep snow 
cover, both areas suffered from extended 
periods of cold temperatures.  The combi-
nation of deep snow and cold weather re-
stricted animal movements.  Animals tend 
to stay much closer to their den site if it is 
too difficult to travel through deep snow or 
if extremely cold temperatures persist for 
an extended period.  As a result, if an ani-
mal was rabid, it would be more apt to die 
in or near its den without encountering and 
transmitting rabies to other animals. 

Conversely, the Thunder Bay region 
had very little snow coverage in the winter 
of 2002.  This led to the discovery on Janu-
ary 24th of a dead fox in a Thunder Bay 
backyard.  This animal would not have 
been discovered until spring thaw if there 
had been more snow in the region.  It was 
confirmed as having bat strain of rabies.  

The last rabid animal from Thunder Bay 
was a horse in November of 2001 which 
was also infected with bat strain.  These are 
the first two rabies positive animals from 
the Thunder Bay region in the past several 
years. 

The incidence of rabid bats was slight 
ly increased from this period in 2002.  
However, these cases were well distributed 
throughout the province with one case in 
eastern Ontario, one case in central Ontario,  
two cases in western Ontario, and one case 
in southern Ontario. 

The first rabid raccoon for 2003 oc-
curred on February 18 near the Spencerville 
area.  This was the start of a cluster of 
rabid raccoons (five to the end of March) 
which continued into the second quarter.  
Two rabid raccoons were also confirmed 
near the Newbliss area in mid-March.  
Point infection control programs were im-
plemented in both the Newbliss and 
Spencerville areas in 2002.  The Newbliss 
area had only trap-vaccinate-release (TVR) 
during 2002 while the Spencerville area in-
volved depopulation and TVR.  Both areas 
were baited in August of 2002. 

The Newbliss and Spencerville areas, 
as well as other regions of eastern Ontario,  
will continue to be treated in 2003.  This 
will include expanded TVR zones, aerial 
baiting, maintenance of the high risk area, 
and point infection control as required as 
new cases arise. 
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The Rabies Reporter, a sci-
entific newsletter about current 
issues in rabies research and con-
trol, is a joint effort of the Rabies 
Research Unit of the Ontario Min-
istry of Natural Resources; the Ra-
bies Laboratory at the Animal Dis-
eases Research Institute of the Ca-
nadian Food Inspection Agency; 
the Ontario Ministry of Health; and  
the Geographic Information Sys-
tems Laboratory at Queens Univer-
sity, Kingston.  Articles for future 
issues  will be welcomed by the 
editor.  The Rabies Reporter is not 
refereed, and should not be cited in 
papers intended for refereed jour-
nals.  Send contributions, letters 
and inquiries to: 

The Rabies Reporter 
Rabies Research &  
DevelopmentUnit 
Ontario Ministry of Natural 

        Resources, 
P.O. Box 4840 
Peterborough, ON  K9J 8N8 
— — — — — — — — — — — 
Visit: www.gis.queensu.ca/

        RReporter/  or 
Www.rabies.mnr.gov.on.ca 
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