
 

CHANGES TO FISHING REGULATIONS 
 

Updated June 27, 2008 to include  

New Regulations to Protect Lake Sturgeon in Ontario 

 

 

The following are the changes that have been made to recreational fishing regulations in 
Ontario since the 2008-2009 Recreational Fishing Regulations Summary was printed. 
Anglers may wish to insert this page of changes into their copy of the summary. 

Effective July 1, 2008, there will be a zero catch and possession limit on recreational 
fishing for sturgeon in Ontario. These changes affect Zones 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 10, 11, 
12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 18 and 19.  Only catch and release angling for sturgeon will be 
allowed. In addition, the Ministry is closing the recreational sturgeon fishery on the 
Mississagi River (parts of Zones 10 & 14). For further information, refer to the text 
highlighted in blue in the table below or read the June 27 news release. 

Please note that the online version of the 2008-2009 Recreational Fishing 
Regulations Summary has been updated to reflect the changes to lake sturgeon 
regulations described above. Other changes included in the table below have also 
been included in the online version of the Fishing Summary.  

Zone or 
Section  

Regulation Change or Change to Fishing Summary 

 
General 
Fishing 

Regulations, 
pages 7 & 8 

Note changes to the Angler’s Guide to Fishing Regulations: 

• New definition of artificial fly. An artificial fly means a hook 
dressed with silk, wool, fur, feathers or similar material but 
does not include other artificial types of artificial lures. 

• Change to definition of artificial lure. An artificial lure means 
a spoon, plug, jig, artificial fly or other such device that is 
designed to catch fish by means of angling. 

• Change to definition of livewell. A livewell is a compartment 
designed to keep fish alive. For a livewell to be used to 
selectively release bass, walleye and northern pike, it must 
be attached to or form part of a boat, hold a total volume of 
not less than 46 litres (10 gallons) of water, have the capacity 
for water exchange and be mechanically aerated at all times 

http://www.mnr.gov.on.ca/en/Newsroom/LatestNews/247302.html


when live fish are being held in it. 

General 
Fishing 

Regulations, 
page 8 

Note change to General Prohibitions: 

It is illegal to: fish for or possess the following specially protected 
fish species: American eel, cutlip minnow and redside dace. 

General 
Fishing 

Regulations, 
page 12 

Note change to Northwestern Ontario Regulations for non-residents 
– Crown Land Camping. The map illustrating the area where non-
residents camping on Crown land must follow Conservation Fishing 
Licence Limits has been changed to remove the blue shading from 
the western parts of Zones 3 and 7. These regulations apply in 
Zones 2, 4, 6 and Zone 5 except the border waters area.  

Laws to Help 
Stop the 

Spread of 
Invading 
Species, 
page 13 

Please note the following additional species have been added to the 
list of invasive species that it is illegal to possess live: rudd and 
ruffe. 

Zones 1, 2, 3, 
and 4 

Lake sturgeon catch and possession limit of S-0, C-0 – catch and 
release only. 

Zone 4  The following lakes are open all year for brook trout, five fish with a 
Sport Fishing Licence and two fish with a Conservation Fishing 
Licence, with no size limit:  

Bill Lake (50°03’59”N., 94°58’ 04”W.)  
Wreck Lake (50°02’ 50”N., 94°08’13”W.)  
Dog Lake (50°00’51”N., 94°00’49”W.)  

Zone 5 Lake sturgeon catch and possession limit of S-0, C-0 – catch and 
release only. 

Zone 5  Winnipeg River exception – from the outflow of Lake of the Woods 
to the Manitoba Border. The season exception for walleye now 
includes sauger as follows: walleye and sauger open January 1 to 
March 14 and 3 rd Saturday in May to December 31.  

Zone 6  Lake Nipigon and all tributaries – the description of the area of the 
Little Jackfish River (under bullet number 6) is changed to “Little 
Jackfish River – downstream from and including the first rapids 
upstream of the Pikitigushi Road bridge.”  

Zones 7 & 8 Lake sturgeon catch and possession limit of S-0, C-0 – catch and 
release only. 



Zone 8  Commando Lake ( 49°04’N., 81°01’W. ) – lake trout season is now 
open from the 2nd Sunday in February to September 15.  

Zone 8  Tailleurs Lake ( 49°03’N., 81°12’W. ) – brook trout season is now 
open all year.  

Zone 9 Lake Superior (3rd listed exception) - two lines may be used when 
trolling from a boat in open waters.  

Note: the latitude of the part of Black Bay north of which two lines 
may not be used has been changed to latitude 48°37’N. 

Zone 10 Lake sturgeon catch and possession limit of S-0, C-0 – catch and 
release only. 

Zone 10 Mississagi River – downstream from the Red Rock dam in 
Gladstone Twp., to the downstream edge of the railway bridge – 
lake sturgeon closed all year. 

Zones 11, 12 
& 13 

Lake sturgeon catch and possession limit of S-0, C-0 – catch and 
release only. 

Zone 14 Lake sturgeon catch and possession limit of S-0, C-0 – catch and 
release only. 

Zone 14 Mississagi River – downstream (south) from the downstream edge 
of the railway bridge to the North Channel of Lake Huron – lake 
sturgeon closed all year. 

Zone 15 Lake sturgeon catch and possession limit of S-0, C-0 – catch and 
release only. 

Zone 15  Pickerel River – now described as “from the first set of rapids 
downstream of the lake at 46°00’N., 80°21’W. downstream to 
Georgian Bay and including those parts of the Pickerel River known 
as Cantin Lake, Trestle Gully Lake, Deep Bay, Muskrat Bay and 
David’s Bay” – muskellunge must be greater than 122 cm (48 in.).  

Zone 16 Lake sturgeon catch and possession limit of S-0, C-0 – catch and 
release only. 

16  Big Creek – description of waters with open all year seasons (no 
close time) for rainbow trout and brown trout is changed to “Big 
Creek - Walsingham Twp., downstream from Regional Road 21 to 
Long Point Bay of Lake Erie.”  

17  The description of the exception for “Trent River waters in Sydney 
Twp. upstream from the first dam (Number One) above Lake 
Ontario” should read “Trent River – from the first dam (Number One) 



above Lake Ontario upstream to Lock 9 (Myers Lock) at the Head of 
Percy Reach.” This is the area with walleye, largemouth and 
smallmouth bass, northern pike, yellow perch, black crappie, sunfish 
and all other species season exceptions. (Walleye open January 1 
to March 1 and 2nd Saturday in May to December 31; largemouth 
and smallmouth bass open from 4th Saturday in June to November 
30; northern pike open January 1 to March 31 and 2nd Saturday in 
May to December 31; yellow perch, black crappie, sunfish and all 
other species not listed above or in the Zone 17 Seasons and Limits 
table open all year). Also, for these waters an exception for 
muskellunge has been added. Muskellunge is open from the 1st 
Saturday in June to December 15, and must be greater than 102 cm 
(40 in.).  

17  Crowe Lake – Marmora and Belmont Twps., and the waters of the 
Crowe River in Marmora and Rawdon Twps. – now have a 
muskellunge open season from the 1st Saturday in June to 
December 15.  

Zone 18 Lake sturgeon catch and possession limit of S-0, C-0 – catch and 
release only. 

18 The catch and possession limits for yellow perch and sunfish have 
been removed. There are now no limits for these species in Zone 
18. 

18 The "Other Zone 18 Regulations" section has been removed. There 
is now no restriction on the size of baitfish that can be used.  

18  The exception for yellow perch on Lake St. Francis is removed. This 
waterbody is located in Zone 20.  

Zone 19 Lake sturgeon catch and possession limit of S-0, C-0 – catch and 
release only. 

18  The description of the exception for yellow perch in Lancaster and 
Charlottenburgh Townships should read “Lancaster and 
Charlottenburgh Townships (South Glengarry Twp.) and the City of 
Cornwall”. The yellow perch season is open from January 1 to 
March 31 and the 2nd Saturday in May to December 31.  

18 The close time for the fish sanctuary on Sand Lake and the river 
flowing between Wolfe Lake and Sand Lake in North Crosby 
Township has been extended. For these waters there is now no 
fishing from Mar. 1 to the Friday before the 4th Saturday in June. 

20  The description of the exception for yellow perch in Lake St. Francis 
should read, “Lake St. Francis - The waters of the St. Lawrence 
River including Lake St. Francis lying east of Robert H. Saunders 



Generating Station.” The yellow perch season is open from January 
1 to March 31 and the 2nd Saturday in May to December 31.  

The ministry is continuing to review the new fishing summary and will make further 
amendments if required. The 2008-2009 Ontario Recreational Fishing Regulations 
Summary is now available from licence issuers, ServiceOntario/Government Information 
Centres and on the ministry’s website at ontario.ca/fishing.  

 


